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GIRL NAME OF CLARITY IS MELIBOPSIS DESKBABE..You might think that something the size of Manhattan will
take a lot of preparation and planning to build, but not so. A crew is working on the construction of a replica of
Manhattan's famed Flatiron building. The current three-dimensional model is actually thousands of tiny blocks,
called "microblocks," of special glass material that are laid one at a time by a robotic arm. These blocks are
connected by plastic "spacers" that are replaced by building engineers when the blocks meet up. The building will
be finished when the "spacers" are removed. Once completed, the model will be displayed alongside the real
thing, built in 1919, as a way to show their similarity. The model is currently being presented to the community at
the "Structures in Perspective" exhibit, a temporary display space at the Morgan Library & Museum in New York.
The exhibit runs until August 22. Advertisement Because of their size, the microblocks are being created by a
team out of Starrett-Lehigh, a steel construction company. The fragile blocks are being manufactured into a
series of metal trusses, creating a structure that looks very much like the real thing. These trusses make up the
skeletal core of the building. Each truss is about 0.88 inches wide and 1.62 inches tall. Inside, these building
blocks are hollow, and are filled with a special sand, making them lighter and more rigid. The tiny blocks are
being assembled by a robotic arm, but the team can only keep the arm moving for about 10 hours at a time, so
they do so only at night. After the blocks are put together, a thin layer of mortar is added, and then the blocks are
reinforced with metal plates to hold the structure together. The scale model is being built at a 1:10 ratio of the
actual flatiron, so that the blocks will fit into the 3-D model. Each square foot of the model is composed of about
900 of the glass microblocks. The building is expected to be completed by the end of 2014. This is not the first
time
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