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The snow load is carried to a storage area by a big truck. There, it is fed into a hopper where it is mixed with salt and granulated then dumped, one shovelful at a time, onto the side of the road for traction. Usually it is 4 or 5 shovelfuls, depending on the snow. The man at the snow loader stands upright with one knee up, as he shovels and his forearms rest on the handlebar. He is its roof, the four-wheel drive is its tires, and the truck is its engine. They start out with just one loader, but later the main campus gets three, and the other side of Porter Field Road also gets two loaders. The loading and unloading of a snow loader is akin to mechanized road work. One runs like mad, shovels the snow from the road and dumps it into a storage bin attached to the side of the truck, at the same time keeping his eye on the rate of fall, which is a major determinant of his success, and is a function of wind
and temperature. On Black River Road, the public works supervisor, usually a man, walks up and down the road to look for leaks, breakage, and signs of erosion. Most of the roads are gravel, but there are some paved roads as well. He tries to check out even the most minor breaks and erosions, since it is best to have a full highway ready to operate when the first storm arrives. On Black River Road, the public works supervisor, usually a man, walks up and down the road to look for leaks, breakage, and signs of erosion. Most of the roads are gravel, but there are some paved roads as well. He tries to check out even the most minor breaks and erosions, since it is best to have a full highway ready to operate when the first storm arrives. The roadway is the highway, and the PFD was erected as a way to protect the highway from weather, and to cut down its vulnerability to erosion. While not as

permanent or as visible as a stone wall, it also addresses a problem with a more work-a-round solution, and therefore less investment, than a permanent solution, e.g., building a stone wall.
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