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the position of the secretary of the department is one of the most
important political positions in a federal government. he is next in
authority to the president in the cabinet and is the administrative
head of the department. he is appointed from political party. the
office of the departmental secretary is created by an act of the

congress. the office of the departmental secretary is one of the oldest
offices in the federal government. in the early days of the union, the
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secretary was not a politically appointed office but a politically
appointed office. prior to the time of the civil war the departmental

secretaries had been appointed by the president of the united states.
as the civil war approached, there arose in many of the states a

dispute as to the constitutionality of the appointment of the secretary
and the president. the civil war made the office of the secretary a

politically appointed office. today the secretary is a political appointee
of the president subject to senate confirmation. the secretary is the
administrative head of the department. the secretary is responsible
for the conduct of the departmental business. he is a member of the

cabinet and has the responsibility of seeing that the laws and
regulations of the department are enforced. he is also responsible for
the management of the departmental organization and its personnel.
he has the power of appointment and removal of the undersecretary,
assistant secretary, and other key officials. he is also responsible for

the expenditure of the department. in the early days of the
government, the secretary of a department was one of the most

powerful political offices in the united states. the secretary was the
administrative head of the department. he was the head of the

department, in the sense that he had the executive authority and
responsibility for the operation and management of the department.
the secretary also had the responsibility of being a member of the
cabinet. today the duties of the secretary are quite different. the

department secretary is a member of the cabinet. the secretary has
the power to hire and fire the undersecretary, assistant secretary, and

key officials of the department. the secretary is responsible for the
expenditure of the department.
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the term-of-office provisions of the constitution (article 2, section i)
limit the period during which the president may be eligible for office,
but the 14th amendment (section 1) limits the term of a president to

two years. the 14th amendment was passed by the congress and
ratified by the states in 1868. the constitution does not provide any
time limit for presidential re-election. the supreme court has never
attempted to draw a line between the president's term of office and
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his presidential term. at times, however, the president has been
challenged by the courts over the validity of his actions. the

president's term of office does not end until he has been out of office
for at least two years. a president may not be impeached by the

congress, but he may be censured by the congress. the president is
the only one of the three components of the us government who may

be impeached by the house of representatives and removed from
office by the senate (art. 2, sec. 4). the president must be a natural

born citizen. he must be thirty-five years old on inauguration day, and
must have been a citizen of the united states for fourteen years
before he becomes president. the president is the head of the

executive branch of the government, and he has important
responsibilities for the conduct of foreign and defence policy. he is the
commander in chief of the armed forces, and he has responsibility for
the direction of the foreign and defence policy of the united states. he

is the president of the united states. the president is elected by the
people directly, and he serves for four years. the president is elected

by the people of the united states directly, and he serves for a term of
four years. 5ec8ef588b
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