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On January 18, 2020, the U.S. Sentencing Commission
conducted public hearings to examine the crack cocaine
sentencing disparity. The public held a standing room only
crowd in the Commission's hearing room in Washington,
D.C. that extended well into the hallway and additional
seating was installed. Over 1,000 community members and
law enforcement officers participated. The Commission
heard testimony from 600 people in 30 states and Puerto
Rico. This also served as the online hearings for those who
couldn’t attend in-person. One hundred sixty-two people
spoke at the hearings on behalf of the law enforcement
community in support of reducing the crack/powder
disparity. The percentage of individuals arrested for crack
cocaine offenses has been declining for over a decade, yet
only 2% of people sentenced in 2019 for crack cocaine
offenses were White. The crack/powder sentencing disparity
allows prosecutors to choose between the harsher (crack)
and the more lenient (powder) penalties for possession and
sale of powder cocaine and crack cocaine. A single gram of
crack cocaine is the equivalent of 200 times more crack
cocaine than the same amount of powder cocaine. As part
of the alert, FDA reminded healthcare professionals that
their responsibility as prescribers is to monitor the use of
pen devices for both safety and patient adherence issues. It
also stressed that healthcare professionals should educate
themselves on the proper use and disposal of pen devices
by patients and their family members as well as training
such patients on the proper use and disposal of insulin
pens.
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