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this film is truly one of miyazaki's masterpieces, its magical world and its melding of japanese
history with its dreams and desires are something that are truly unique to it. it's not only one of
the best films of miyazaki, but also of japanese culture as a whole. despite it being based on a
japanese legend, the story itself is a universal story that will help promote these ideals to the
world. however, in order to see everything work out how it was expected, we have to accept
that it was a compromise made between miyazaki and the studio. miyazaki was very keen to
make this film, but was in contract dispute with studio ghibli due to the fact that he wanted to
make it his own. he wanted to make this a pure ghibli film, but as an employee at a studio, he
had to compromise. basically, this is the definitive ghibli film. if you love miyazaki's work,
you're probably going to love this film, with or without the ghibli subtitles. much like howl's
moving castle, it might be that miyazaki's original vision died the day this film was made, but
it's something that is worth keeping in mind when viewing the movie. veteran animator hayao
miyazaki shows why he's still the best at what he does, with his final feature before retirement
presenting a mythological drama like his best. a fierce huntress, mononoke almost shares the
title with his best loved opus from 1993, but the focus here is much more on the wilds of an
enchanted forest and, especially, on the inhabitants who live therein. a movie about the land
and wildlife living there as much as the human conflict, it offers both a carefully-scripted tale of
a love triangle and a beautifully-told story about the innate ties between humans and nature.
as he does with all his films, miyazaki finds beauty in the everyday, whether that's the glimmer
of birch leaves, the shine of pine trees or the purity of the animals that roam the forest. good
as it is, princess mononoke is perhaps his most poetic, and certainly it's the most beautiful.
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