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MicroProse had always been a company that took pride in its quality
and had worked with a great deal of care in creating very specific
systems and tools for engineers designing games to ensure that they
were always as bug-free as possible. With the established Quake
engine and game-development company id software providing the
technology, MicroProse now had a spare and well-placed team of hard-
core programmers who were dedicated to milking every last drop of
quality from what they were creating. The result, of course, was a
game that was behemoth-difficult. Yet, always conscious that they
were operating in a crowded market, rather than indulging in any sort
of gimmicky "try our hardest, then if you dont like it, try our hard
work even harder, then if you still dont like it..." attitude, MicroProse
instead opted to spend its resources on new production methods,
such as digitally copying hand-drawn artwork to photographic plates,
then taking those images to the computer for processing and printing.
The result of all these efforts is the final product, which is a complex,
detailed, and impressive space-opera with considerably more
attention to detail than the average game of its era. The game puts
you in control of numerous alien races, including evil earth-like
Terron, Corvan, and the Horde, and a host of human-interactive
species, including the militarized Iron Men, Iron Man, Iron Zulu, the
robotic Iron Viper, and the fire-breathing Iron Dragon. Military
technology is a major theme, and each race has its own specialised
armament and aircraft. Your challenge is to compete on the galactic
stage by building starships to take on your enemies, and various alien
races vie for control of the galaxy using ruthless naval and space war
tactics.
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Of course, this is still much much much too powerful for the game to
be classified as Iron Man 2-ing all in itself. As | said, something that
looks almost like that occurs even in the mid-range Solo Game, which
makes me worry a bit that too many players simply dont feel like
playing the game properly. Its merely a matter of degree what level
of play is enough for the game to be enjoyable. | myself prefer to play
in missions with as many as five starbases each, or alternatively as
many as seven if | feel like being a bit of an egomaniac. On the other
hand, Ive been known to play to the eight-star bases line. Whichever
you like, it doesnt matter all that much since you have the option of
repeating missions if a few missions didnt go your way. Finally, an
error of perspective: Fritz Bronner and his team worked on Civilization
Il, released in 2003, when they first implemented the new voting
mechanic. Only later, when they were about to develop Iron Man 2,
were they able to come up with a way of incorporating it into a real-
time strategy game. | suspect the same retroactive reasoning that led
to the Civilization team designing such a primitive voting mechanic in
the first place is going to prove invaluable in the future as they tackle
the more complex and less forgiving problem of making realtime
strategy in general more like play-by-mail boardgames. Despite the
game dates of 1984, Mac O'Brian is a little proud that he and the ever-
gentlemanly Giovanazzi never even set foot in a video game store
until early 1985. In fact, it wasnt until after they had agreed to
develop a computerized version of Dungeons & Dragons that the first
commercial video games and computer stores came to exist. The two
of them were already deep into the planning stages of their second
conversion, Armory Wars, when they received a call from their friends
at Strategic Studies Group who were working on Iron Man. They were
almost falling over themselves to put their names on the line with the
two of them. Suddenly, Mike McCarty realized that he had a great
opportunity. He had spent the past few years making a game of his
own, but now, only a couple of weeks from its release, he came back
to work with Bronner and Giovanazzi, and develop a superior
computer version of the best computer game of all time. McCartys

3/4



version of Iron Man is the one which will be included with the retail
boxed copy of the game. But | am not going to write about that in this
article. | am going to write about the other one. Given that Ive said
this game was the first to capture the essence of the tabletop game,
its of interest, also, that, somewhat surprisingly, it appears to have
been developed much earlier than even the full-blown version of
Dungeons & Dragons that is included with the game. Bronners
version, which has a ruleset that is more than just a simple translation
from the board game, started off as a live demo of the capabilities of
the Amiga 500. It was by far the most ambitious game that had been
made on the platform, and the general quality of programming for
that platform so high that it was the only reason that the demo was
able to be played at all. 5ec8ef588b
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