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Clone troopers were grown on the planet Kamino at the request of Jedi Master Sifo-
Dyas, who commissioned the Kaminoans to build an army for the Republic. After

Sifo Dyas' death, the project was taken over by the Sith. Clones were modeled on a
human template, the Mandalorian bounty hunter Jango Fett, although their genetic
structure was modified to make them less independent and more docile than their
progenitor. They were also designed to age at twice the rate of natural humans,

accelerating their growth and making them ready for combat in a decade's time. As
the Separatist Crisis gave way to open war, the Galactic Senate empowered

Supreme Chancellor Sheev Palpatine to call the clone troopers into action, leading
to their debut on the battlefield of Geonosis. Two of Vader's enforcers, a man and a

woman, were on the station as well, and Vader ordered them to help in the
slaughter. Their names were Toth Corryn, a stormtrooper; and Tal Merrik, a battle

droid. However, the pair were aware of their own imperfections; the latter had been
partially programmed by his creator to protect the former from her own

weaknesses, and both had spent the intervening years desensitized to fear. Hiding
in a closet in the substation, they watched as the clones fought and died. When
their masters came, the two did not resist as well as they might have, allowing

themselves to be killed by the other two clones. To the last, Vader looked for Toth,
and eventually found her. He ordered her to reveal where other Jedi were hiding,
despite his fear that she was herself a Jedi, and as the fight for the Brighthome

ensued, Toth found and killed two more Jedi. After she'd done this, Vader allowed
her to leave, ordering Merrik to torture her into revealing the location of the others.
The droid, though bonded to his master, had every reason to protect him, and as
the former tortured the woman, a spiderlike entity attacked the room and refused
to leave. With a blistering assault, the droid blasted through the door, killing the
spider, but he never set free Toth. With a single blast from her lightsaber, Toth

killed the battle droid, then embraced Merrik as they died together. [16]
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