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might had done, just for telling me that. Finally we had no more orders. The woman and her husband had drifted over to some other people from the
bar; the other bartender had come over and lifted our fellow-customer out of her stool. The woman beckoned the husband away with her hand. We
don't know what they talked about, we didn't listen. The bartender placed an empty tray under another empty tray. I was suddenly pretty sleepy and
started looking around for the man with the microphone. I wasn't disappointed to find that he'd already left; I'd been counting on just this, hoping to be
able to doze off until the show was over. I looked at the woman, who was sitting on the edge of the bar with her elbows on her knees and her head in
her hands. They'd been drinking beer, and she was drunk. I looked at the bartender, who had turned his back on us. That would have to do for the
moment, I thought. Finally it was all over. The bartender tapped on my wrist. "Cheers," he said, and I nodded and headed off to the men's room. I came
out, wiped my mouth, and went out the front door to wait for the van. It didn't come
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